The report ofthree pregnancies in Iron Age Ireland that terminated with complications is a matter of interest. Observation then was as acute and as accurate as now. The men ofUlster were drinking in the house ofFedlimid.
Cycle of Tales -"the oldest (non-ecclesiastical) literature of any country north of the Alps".' The stories are set in the closing years of the Iron Age, not earlier than the 4th century AD.2
CRYING IN THE WOMB
This is the story ofthe birth ofDeirdre who became so beautiful that she caused dissension between the men of Ulster and their King -Conor. This ended with civil war. No wonder that she is known as Deirdre of the Sorrows.
The men ofUlster were drinking in the house ofFedlimid.
His wife was overseeing everything ... She was full with child. Meat and drink were passed around, and a drunken uproar shook the place. When they were ready to sleep the woman went to her bed. As she crossed the floor of the house the child screamed in her womb and was heard all over the enclosure. 3 The child was delivered very soon thereafter. 
